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have been saved by the votes of our friends on. the Southern borders of the state, given to him and to our Candidate for Lieut. Governor because they were the open friends of a State Road from the River to the Lakes along that border, the construction of which Mr. Clinton had recommended to the Legislature whilst there was reason to believe that Rochester would entertain different views of that project.
We gave to Rochester a faithful support but had not much reason as a party to grieve at the result. We carried the Legislature, and every thing except the Governor, and cleared the way for our success in the Presidential election. I had been doubtless in some degree induced to recommend the course that was pursued by the circumstance that my re-appointment to the Senate of the United States Avould depend upon the Legislature then chosen. But I am very sure that the influence arising from that source was subordinate to my desire for the promotion of the cause I had heartily embraced and actively supported. The readiness with which I had before sacrificed high official station for its success must go far with candid minds to sustain this assertion.
I received daily accounts of the feelings of Governor Clinton during the time when the election was supposed to have gone against him from one of his most devoted friends and I can say with perfect truth that I listened to his account with no other feeling than regret that circumstances beyond my control had compelled me to contribute to the result he so painfully deprecated. Of this his friend was well convinced or he would not have made his communication to me. In explanation of the supposed loss of this election and of other adverse results in his political career the Governor said to this friend, who was an old democrat, that he had by the force of circumstances been connected with a party which was under the ban of public opinion and whose unpopularity would render their support disastrous to any public man. The suspense as to the result continued, as I have already mentioned, for several days as we were not then favored with the facilities to convey information we now possess. On the last night of its duration, the Governor's friend to whom I have referred, called upon me. in high glee with a report that Steuben County, from which we confidently expected more than one thousand majority, had, in consequence of the State Road question, given more than that majority to Mr. Clinton, and wished to know before he communicated it to the Governor what I thought of its truth, and effect if true. I told him that I considered it an improbable rumour, but that we had all along been apprehensive about that part of the State—that it might be true and if so thatlfttf  Wright, JJ',, iiluJ   lVfJi'.V   Ki'J'l*". that union that would sever it   T< >i»t» \- *-*•• I then named William B. Rochester as the man whose itoni innt i* *i-Avould produce that result.   His father had been a partner in   }>n>tiit*.. with the father [-in-law] of Mr. Clay, and he was at that moimn ri   , .• his return from a Mission which had been conferred on hiiTi  I'l i i-c , t , .<• , Mr. Clay's influence.   He was also, as I remarked, eligibly   wit visit,,,.!
